
GOVERNORS OF CALIFORNIA, 1849–2002

Name Politics
Date of
election

Date of
inauguration Notes

Burnett, Peter H. .......... Ind. D. Nov. 13, 1849 Dec. 20, 1849 Resigned January 8, 1851.
McDougal, John............. Ind. D. .......................... Jan. 9, 1851 Lieutenant Governor succeeded Burnett.
Bigler, John.................... D. Sept. 3, 1851 Jan. 8, 1852 Assemblyman, 1849–1851.
Bigler, John.................... ...................... Sept. 7, 1853 Jan. 7, 1854 Re-elected, September 7, 1853.
Johnson, J. Neeley......... Amer. Sept. 5, 1855 Jan. 9, 1856 Assemblyman, 1853.
Weller, John B. ............ D. Sept. 2, 1857 Jan. 8, 1858 U.S. Senator, 1851–1857.
Latham, Milton S. ........ Lecomp. D. Sept. 7, 1859 Jan. 9, 1860 Resigned Jan. 14, 1860, U.S. Senator, 1860–1863.
Downey, John G. ......... Lecomp. D. .......................... Jan. 14, 1860 Lieutenant Governor succeeded Latham.
Stanford, Leland ............ R. Sept. 4, 1861 Jan. 10, 1862 U.S. Senator, 1885–1897.
Low, Frederick F. ......... Union Sept. 2, 1863 Dec. 10, 1863 Representative in Congress, 1861–1863.
Haight, Henry H. ......... D. Sept. 4, 1867 Dec. 5, 1867 Member of Second Constitutional Convention.
Booth, Newton............... R. Sept. 6, 1871 Dec. 8, 1871 Resigned Feb. 27, 1875, U.S. Senator, 1875–1881.
Pacheco, Romualdo ....... R. .......................... Feb. 27, 1875 Lieutenant Governor succeeded Booth.
Irwin, William................ D. Sept. 1, 1875 Dec. 9, 1875 Harbor Commission, 1883–1886.
Perkins, George C. ...... R. Sept. 3, 1879 Jan. 8, 1880 U.S. Senator, 1893–1903.
Stoneman, George ......... D. Nov. 7, 1882 Jan. 10, 1883 Transportation Commissioner.
Bartlett, Washington ...... D. Nov. 2, 1886 Jan. 8, 1887 Railroad Commissioner.
Waterman, Robert W. .... R. .......................... Sept. 13, 1887 Lieutenant Governor succeeded Bartlett.
Markham, Henry H. ..... R. Nov. 4, 1890 Jan. 8, 1891 Representative in Congress, 1885–1887.
Budd, James H. ............. D. Nov. 6, 1894 Jan. 11, 1895 Representative in Congress, 1883–1885.
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election

Date of
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Gage, Henry T. ............. R. Nov. 8, 1898 Jan. 3, 1899 Minister to Portugal, Dec. 21, 1909.
Pardee, George C. ......... R. Nov. 4, 1902 Jan. 6, 1903 Regent of University of California, 1899.
Gillett, James N. ........... R. Nov. 6, 1906 Jan. 8, 1907 Representative in Congress, 1903–1906.
Johnson, Hiram W. ....... R. Nov. 8, 1910 Jan. 3, 1911 Re-elected Nov. 3, 1914.

Elected U.S. Senator, Nov. 7, 1916. Resigned
Johnson, Hiram W. ....... Prog. Nov. 3, 1914 Jan. 5, 1915 as Governor, March 15, 1917.
Stephens, Wm. D. ......... R. .......................... Mar. 15, 1917 Member of Congress, 10th Dist., 1910–1916.

Appointed Lieutenant Governor, July 19, 1916.
Stephens, Wm. D. ......... R. Nov. 5, 1918 Jan. 7, 1919 Elected 1918.
Richardson, Friend

Wm. ....................... R. Nov. 7, 1922 Jan. 9, 1923 State Treasurer, 1915–1922.
Young, C. C. ................. R. Nov. 2, 1926 Jan. 4, 1927 Lieutenant Governor, 1919–1927.
Rolph, James, Jr. ........... R. Nov. 4, 1930 Jan. 6, 1931 Mayor of San Francisco, 1911–1930.

Deceased, June 2, 1934.
Merriam, Frank F. ......... R. .......................... June 7, 1934 Lieutenant Governor succeeded Rolph.
Merriam, Frank F. ......... R. Nov. 6, 1934 Jan. 8, 1935 Lieutenant Governor, 1931–1934.
Olson, Culbert L. .......... D. Nov. 8, 1938 Jan. 2, 1939 State Senator, 1935–1938.
Warren, Earl................... R. Nov. 3, 1942 Jan. 4, 1943 Attorney General, 1938–1942.
Warren, Earl................... R.-D. Nov. 5, 1946 Jan. 6, 1947 Re-elected Nov. 5, 1946.
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Warren, Earl................... R. Nov. 7, 1950 Jan. 8, 1951 Re-elected Nov. 7, 1950. Appointed Chief
Justice U.S. Supreme Court, Oct. 5, 1953.

Resigned as Governor, Oct. 4, 1953.
Knight, Goodwin J. ..... R. .......................... Oct. 5, 1953 Lieutenant Governor succeeded Warren.
Knight, Goodwin J. ..... R. Nov. 2, 1954 Jan. 3, 1955 Elected Governor Nov. 2, 1954.
Brown, Edmund G. ...... D. Nov. 4, 1958 Jan. 5, 1959 Attorney General, 1951–1958.
Brown, Edmund G. ...... D. Nov. 6, 1962 Jan. 7, 1963 Re-elected Nov. 6, 1962.
Reagan, Ronald.............. R. Nov. 8, 1966 Jan. 5, 1967
Reagan, Ronald.............. R. Nov. 3, 1970 Jan. 4, 1971 Re-elected Nov. 3, 1970.
Brown, Edmund G., Jr. . D. Nov. 5, 1974 Jan. 6, 1975 Secretary of State , 1971–1974.
Brown, Edmund G., Jr. . D. Nov. 7, 1978 Jan. 8, 1979 Re-elected Nov. 7, 1978.
Deukmejian, George ...... R. Nov. 2, 1982 Jan. 3, 1983 Attorney General, 1979–1982.
Deukmejian, George ...... R. Nov. 4, 1986 Jan. 5, 1987 Re-elected Nov. 4, 1986.
Wilson, Pete................... R. Nov. 6, 1990 Jan. 7, 1991 U.S. Senator from 1983–91;

Resigned as U.S. Senator Jan. 7, 1991.
Wilson, Pete................... R. Nov. 1, 1994 Jan. 7, 1995 Re-elected Nov. 1, 1994.
Davis, Gray.................... D. Nov. 3, 1998 Jan. 4, 1999
Davis, Gray.................... D. Nov. 5, 2002 Jan. 6, 2003
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